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The Right Honourable 


RICHARD 
LORD VICOUNT 


PRESTON; 


His Majejties Emooy Ex- 
traordinary inthe Court + 


OF 


FRANCE. 


My Lord, 


Ad I no other WETIFAY 
in the publiſhing of this 
Diſcourſe , than to make 


an open acknowledgment of my duty © 


th 10 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. "Pl 


to your Lordſhip, (and not be filent 
at a time when the Applauſes of the 
moſt indifferent Perſons declare 
their ſatisfaction at your continuance 
of that character , which none can 
better ſuſtain, nor has any ever born 
t with greater Honour and Fidelity, 
than all men muſt confeſs your Lord- 
ſhip to have done it) I ſhould think 
tt ſufficient 'to. outweigh all thoſe 
Cenſures , which perhaps may paſs, 
with ſecurity enough , beth upon me 
and It. 

[ It was not to be doubted , but 
that a Prince ſo Wiſe to underſtand, 
ſo Gracious to reward the ſervices 
7 the meaneft of his Snbjects,vould 
bave a particular regard to a Me- 
rit and Loyalty great as your Lord.- 
lhip's ; and not fo ſoon part with a 
Munſter, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory 


An niſter whom he knows to have been 
fuch,as others promiſe they will be.It 
is the Vanity of moſt men to ſpeak 
great things , it is your Lordſhip's 
Honour that you do them : And I 
May without danger of any cenſure, 
but your awn,truly ſay,T hat in a Sta- 
tion which affords,if any other, tryals 
and opportunities to exerciſe the 
higheſt abilities, you Pave exceeded 
not only your own Promiſes,but even 
our Hopes,and green us an Aſſurance 
that there is nothing now remaining 
that can equal the greatneſs of 
your Mind. | 
Permit me, my Lord , to render 
this ſhort teſtimony to your Vertues, 
fo far from flattery, that thoſe who 
know your Lordſhip, will confeſs it 
ta be hardly the truth ;, and if you 
A 2 pleaſe 
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"The Epiſtk Dedicatary. | 


pleaſe ardon my preſumption in this 
addreſs , T believe as unexpected to 
your Lordſhip,'as 1 can juſtly ſay it 
was undefigned: by me. | 

But ny Lord,it has been thought 
fit to give your Lordſhip this ſatis- 
faction, that whil/t you are rendring 
your Obedrence to his Majeſtie's 
Gmmands in England, we have not 
been leſs. cartful,, both to ſhew- our 
ſelves, and to exhort others to be as 
form to thetr Loyalty here : and ſince 
we.could not have the Honour of 
your preſence to compleat the utmoſt 
Solemnity of this Day amongſt us,by 
this Addreſs at leaſt to joyn you in 
our ſervice, and. return our: acknow- 
ledgments. for that Opportumty we 
have had under your protection, to 
remember the captivity of Zou in 
a'ſtrange Land, The 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


The only thing that mught juſt 
have deterr'd me from this attempt, 
Was the meanne/s of the performance, 
did I not conſider that Saints and 
Martyrs (like that God before whom 
they fland) are not fo'mnuch taken 
with the Elegant compoſures of their 
Votaries, as with their Piety and 
Sincerity; and accept him who brings 
an honeſt heart ,"' rather than an ac- 
curate Diſcourſe to therr Memories. 

And this, my Lord,were the Ser- 
mon it ſelf hier, yet the Honour I 
have tobelong to:your Lordſhip,would 
undoubtedly. confirm to as many as 
have ever known your character. 
Aday your Lordſhip long have the 
happineſs to continue your ſervices 
to his Sacred Majeſty andthe Royal 
Fuamily,and encreaſe every day thoſe 
applauſes 
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applanſes that are ſo juſtly paid to 
your great Vertues : Voip I flill 
endeavour by all the duties of my 
employ, more and more to- deſerve 


that Title I moſt defire , of being, 
with all humble duty and reſpect,. 
My Lord, 
Your. Lordſhip's 


J T Moſt faithful and moſ 
þ| | devoted Chaplain 
| and Servant, 


W. TW. 


Eccr. 


S SON , 


Joes, F..15, 16,17... 


Blow the Trumiptt'in Zion; ſanttifi TY 
call a ſolemn Aſſembly. Gather the People: 
fandlifie the Congre; ion : aſſemble the El- 

ders : gather the; Children ; \and: = 
ſutk the. 'Breaſts:! lat "the " Brides 
forth of bis (hamber, and the Bride out w 
her (loſet. - Letthe Prievts the Miniſters of 
the Lord, -we between the Porth (and the 

- Altar; aud let them*ſay;"Spart:thy Pebple,0 
Lord, and give wot thine Heritage tort» 
proach that the Heathen ſhould rule over 
them wherefore ſhould they 9 among the 
PFeph, Whereis their God? 030%"; blo 


0 contrary is s:the mblmkat _ 


pearatiee 'of- this- day, ro thoſe 

Triumphs and rejoycings where- 

with our Primitive” Predecelſors” were 

wont to celebrate the Memories of their 

Marryrs , that: either the Spirit of - Chri- 

Kianiry ſeemk very much decayed 'inUs, 
B 


Or 
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or ſomething muſt be thought to have 
been defeftive in. that /Saint , whoſe 
death werthts Lament, inſtead of mag- 
nifying his' Contlidts, andglorying ia his 

Indeed had we.only ro commetnorate 
the. Meritsof the Marryr,, the. lanocence 
and, Piety wherein he lived, and the 
Conſtancy and Magnanimity with which 
he died, theſe funeral ond 
be very  undecoming the. Solkmairy: of 
out Remembrance\: add-'rwe might e- 
Keem ic a Ctimeto letout Hymns and 
our Praiſes fall any thing ſhort, of che 
molt celebrated Feſtivals of che Saints of 
old ; when hatlithe'Exeellence of the 
Cavſe, and the Reſolution of the 
Perſon, and the Barbariy of his Suffe- 


zings, ſo far exceeded the moſt of 
theirs 


And this Perhaps the Generations to 
come may think themſelyes obliged to- 
do : But alaſs ! the return. of this day 
brings with it another, and. ſadder Re» 


membrance 
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membrance to. us; and when our 
Tongues would ſpeak che Glories of this 
Martyr ,  out,,Conſciences. confound; us 
wich . horror to conſidex,,, that we. our 
ſelves were his Perſecutors. 

Had the death he ſuffered been che 
Sin. of ſome other hand: ,. had an, Infidel 
Nation riſen-up againſt. him, 'or| bad-che 
Chance of War cut him off in our own, 
we might have regretted the loſs. of fo 
Royal a defender, bur ſhould ſoon haye 
turned our Sarrow, into Joy, ,atd 
giving him a name Superiout to thechiet- 
eſt of thoſe Hero's that Fabulous Ani- 
quity can boaſt. of./ | But that, we-who 
were obliged by all the ties of God and 
man.to obey him, ſhould deſtroy thac 
life, for which' we ought not to have re- 
fuſed any Hazard of pur own ; that we | 
who were certainly, his SubjeRs,. and 
who pretend to be Chriſtians too,ſhould 
violate all the rights of Majeſty ; tram- 
ple under foot, all- the, Conamands of 
that Goſpel, by which ' we; are: called ; 
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and cmbiie otir haride3 in Royal and In- 
nocent Bloud, after ſo barbarous a man- 
ner}: thats Antiquity can' afford x Pat- 
rallel'5 Fhis raiſes thoke Clouds that ob- 
ſcure ſo bright a day; and inſtead' of ap- 
pearing ar his Monnment wich Songs of 
riſb{or*his:Vittory;' 'talls'trs 'Here;: 

behwhew'th+ "Porch and the Mitay, to <bnl $ 
our 6wn fins. ' ? © 

. Spare #hy People; 0 Lirt, ME give not 
thine! Fleitdgo 8Vopridch ; that the Heathen 
foal bulls: over them"? "herifore hiuld "they 
fy _ _ "Priphe ; "Where" is * thew 

od & 


oi Ard/ hee; webld: to God the Sinceri- 
tyof our Repencatice,! might in forme de- 
Sxee, anſwer the Remoiiſneſs bf our ſin. 

Thar or Piety this day,might as effe&tu- 


 ally:conrribure' ro the appealing, as the 


Violeate<6trmitted{on it h4s roo fatally 
concurred to the kindling Gods anger a- 

gainſt Us, > Thar as our Church, to far 
Fon being involved in the Guilt, that,- 
ſheopartook in all his Sufferings, has ne- 
vertheleſs 
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vertheleſs provided, by an annual return 
of this day, to remember that ſin, which 
neither We,nor our Poſterity , ſhall ever 
be able ſufficiently to lament;ſo- may We 
as fincerely obſerve , as ſhe: has piouſly 
eſtabliſhed the Faſt; and ſpeak at leaſt 
our deteſtation of the Sin, if w& cannot 
attone the greatneſs of the Guile. 

It is not neceſlary that 1 ſhould enter 
on any curious Enquiry into the Occaſion 
of this Prophecy,: ro. apply it to our-pre- 
ſent allembling-ar this time*; that'which 
may be ſeen: of it- at-the- rſt View is 
ſufficient to approve my - choice, That 
the Jews by their fins had provoked God's 
Anger againſt chem,and had already fel 
in-great meaſure his ' Puniſhmeris; coo. 
The Famine confumed them; the drought 
burnt up their Ground ; the remainder - 
of their increaſethe Worm and: the Ca- 
terpillar conſumed. In a word,they were- 
brought down to the very Brink of De- 
ſtruction, and had only remaining this. 
lolemn manner of repentance, to. ap- 
peale: 
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peaſe his Anger, and to prevent their 
ruin. 

I hope there is no one ſo lictle ſenſible 
of thoſe Evils,our own Nation has labour- 
ed under,that I need enter on a Remem- 
brance ſo freſh and ſo ungrateful. The 
Wounds are ſcarce yet- cloſed, which 
our own hands have given -us ; and the 
repoſe we even now enjoy, ſeems rarher 
an Interval lent us by Heaven to fee if 
we will yet repent, than any firm and 
<ftabliſhed Peace. Our fears have a- 
gain been awaked at new Attempes, 
and we have had but too juft Caule to ap- 
prehend, if not Joe!'s Famine of Bread; yer 
what is infinitely worſe, Amos's Famine of 
the Word among us : let us therefore as we 
have tranſcribed the Example of theſe 

Jews, both in our, Sins and in our Pu- 
niſhments, fo take now the advice- of 
the Prophet, as ſpoken to our ſelves ; it 
may be yet to redreſs and to ſecure 


all 


Blow the Trumpet in Sion : ſanftifie a Faſt, 
QC. Our 


Thirtieth of January, 1684 


| Our Text nacurally refolves its ſelf 
mco theſe three heads of diſcourſe, and 
every'one ſo proper ro our preſent 'Con- 
fideration, thar I ſhall net be able co pals 
by any. 


Firſt: the Nature of that Faft, which the 
Prophet here propoſes to be obſerved 
by us ; Blow the Trumpet in Sion : call a ſos 
lemn Alſembly. 


"Secondly : the manner how we ought 
to prepare for it ; Sanflifie the Faſt. 


Thirdly : The Method of celebrati 
of it; Let the Priefts, the Miniſters 0 f the 
Lord, Weep between the Porch and the þ/og 
and let them fay, Spare thy People, 0 
Lord, 

I begit: with the firſt of theſe ; 


E The Nature of that Faſt, which 
the Prophet here propoſes to be obſerved 
by us ; Blow the Trumpet iy Sion: call «for 
lem Aſſembly. 


a A 
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So exactly correſpondent is the Eſta- 
bliſhment of this Holy day tothe Pre* 
ſcription of our Text, that: it might al- 
moſt be imagined, that our Church had 
taken not only the Authority ofthe Pro- 
pher to eſtabliſh che Faſt, but even the 
particulars of his advice for her diretion 
how to do it. | 


If firſt we conſider the Original of this 
Faſt ; Ours, as well as His, is eſtabliſhed 
by Publck Authority, The Trumpet has 


Num. 19.2. (onnded from Zion, and the Voice of it is 


gone out into all the Corners of our 1/ra- 
d. *Tis our Obedience to this call that 
draws us from our Cloſets to the Con- 
gregation, and makes our mourning now 
as publick and ſolemn, as both our own 
Piety, and. the ſad occaſion , would 
otherwiſe have rendred it great and fin- 
ere. 


Secondly, for the Extent of it, Ours, as 
well 


- 
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well as His,is Univerſal: no Quality,no Sex 
no age exempt : Not the Bridegoom ex- 
cepted in the days of his Feaſting ; nor 
the Bride to accompliſh the Week of her 
rejoycing. From the Elders of our Tribes, 

co the leaſt Child in our Houſes, all are 
called to this Faſt , and 'tis to be hoped 

that every one will be as ready to obey 

their Call, as our Governours have been 

carefull to proclaim it to us. 


Laitly; for the Uniformity and Solemnity 
of this Faſt, we have our form too- pre- 
ſcribed wherein to keep it ; And though 
our Offering be more-large, and exten- 
ded to thoſe-particulars, - which our ſing 
have occaſioned, yer is the Summ of all 
the very ſame, which the Holy Prophet 
commanded the Priefts , the FAmiſters 
of the Lord to weep between;the Porch and the 
Altar ; and ſay, Spare thy People,0O Lord,and 
give not thine Heritage to reproach;that the Heas 
then ſhould rule over them : wherefore ſhould 
they ſay among the People; Where 3s their God ? 

CET? Such 


Gen. 29. 27 
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Sack is the Parallel of rhis day , with 
the Pattern of that Faſt which the Pro- 
phert: Joel:preſcribed: in our Text; and 
ſure nothing could have been more ap- 
plicable'to the Circumſtances” of our 
OWN. 


 - Firſt;foy- the Authority of its Eſtabliſhment; 
What” could 'have been imagined more 
proper to appeaſe the anger of Heayen 
for Faults committed by an nſurped and 
pretended Power, than fo ſolemn a Re- 
pentance preſcribed by the lawful and: 
true one ? Long had the Trumpet been 
blown to War and to Rebellion; the 
Church' become militant ;;and our Pul- 
pits, inſtead of (erting forth the Goſpel of 
Peace, ſpoke nothing but Wars, and Sedi- 
tions, and Tumults co the People. It 
became us certainly at laſt to ſound it to 
ſome other blaſt ; and. remember, that 
God had appointed the Prieſts a more 
proper ule of. the Trumpet,to aſſemble 
the Congregation to- ſerve the Lord, 

| | than 
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than always to give the Alarum to the Bat» ».g. 
tle to deſtroy their Enemies, - This pub- 
lick Teſtimony of Sorrow, wasithe ony 
ly Act chat could have been oppoſed to 
the Iniquity of thoſe Ordinances, that ſo 
many years involved us in ruin and Con- 
fuſion. And our Courts of | Juſtice, in 
which ſuch nymbers of Loyal and Inno- 
cent Perſons have heretofore been con- 
demned,though they can never make us 
a SatisfaCtion equal co..their Crimes, yer 
ſeem art leaſt in the Eſtabliſhment of this 
day,to ſpeak their Repentance for: ic : 
and by the Authority they have given to 
this publick Sorrow, would appear; tiot 
only to beg it of Us,bur even to intreat us 
tointercede withHeaven too for their for- 
givenels. 


Sccondly, for the univerſality of this Faſt ; 
what leſs could have been done, than 
when all the Nation were involved in 
the Guilr, to join them all-in. the Repen« 
rance for it 2 Iſhall not.neediro (ay, zhar 

| C 2 they 
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tkey were our pretended Repreſentatives: 
at leaſt that were the Authors of thisMur- 
der, and that they did it roo in the name of 
the People of England. And however fo no- 
trorious was the Violence, that not only 
the open Royaliſt, but even many. of 
their own Faction, ſecretly. regretted the 
Villany they committed ;] yer ſtill, fo 
many conſented to it; of the reſt, ſo ma- 
ny did 'tiothing,or at leaſt not ſo much as 
they-might, andotight- ro have oppoſed 
it; and eventhoſe who moſt attempted 
to: prevent it, yet by their fins and their 
Impieties, fought {ſo much more power- 
fully againſt their Soveraign,than all their 
Arms could do to-promote his Cauſe, that 
even T hey may too much be charged as 
the Authors of our Miſery ; and fo all of 
us ſeem to have conſpired to have made 
the Crime of this day, in the utmoſt Pro- 
priety of the Phraſe, a National Sin. 


; Laſtly ; for the Form preſcribed, where- 
in to ſpeak forth our Sorrow and: to im- 
| plore 
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plore our pardon ; as it was the Piety of 
our Governours, that with one Voice, 
as well as one heart, we ſhould all join 
in this great Rogation ; ſo may it appear 
t00 no improper manner for the Solem- 
nity of this day above all others, that the 
Prieits,the Miniſters of the Lord, ſhould 
by the Uniformity of a ſet and well 
compoſed Liturgie, at one for the Rude- 
neſs and irreverence, I wiſh | could not 
lay for the raſh and almoſt blaſphemous 
Offerings of thoſe uncommiſſioned Teachers ; 
who by the unpremeditated Nonſenſe 
of their Prayers, no. leſs profaned the 
Honour of God, than by the Pulpit 
Wildfre of their Sermons, they ruined 
both. the Peace of his Church, and the 
Majeſty of his Anointed. 

And now when ſuch has been the Pi- 
ety of our Governours, to. eſtabliſh the 
Faſt, and our own engagements are ſo 
great tO join in the Obſervation;. *twill 
be time for us next to conſider, how we 
are.to do-it ; that as they. have Plownthe 


Trumpet. 


n D ———— 
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Trumpet m Zion, lo may we provide to 
ſanFifie the Fa#t. | 
This therefore brings meto the Second 


part of this diſcourſe, 


Il. The manner how we ought to 
prepare for it ; Sandtifie the Congregation, 
&C. 
The Word in the Original, which 
Joſ.3.5. our Text twice renders to SanAlifie, in 
713-&c. its own Nature ſeems to ſignifie no more 
than-to Prepare: And in that great 
Exod. 19, Paſſage of Exod. XIX. When God com- 
mands Moſes to ſanttifie the People againit 
the third day, that he intended to come 
down among them upon Mount Sinat,v. 
V.10. 10.. we find by the Execution of his 
Commiſſion, that it implied only a ſo- 
lemn declaration that they ſhould be rea- 
V.14.15. dy to meet the Lord ,} V. 14, 15. And! Mos 
ſes,went down from the Mount, and ſanfified 
the People,and ſaid, Be ready againſt the third 
day. 
And the ſame no doubt was the 'de- 
fign 


ad. 


Thirtieth of January, 1682. 15 


fign of the Propher Joel in this place , 
where addreſſing himſclf,as is plain,to the 
Elders of the Jews,to them ro whom the 
Authority belonged, to Blow the Trumpet 
in Zion : call a ſolemn Aſſembly, i. e. to ap- 
point the Faſt, that they ſhould Sanfifie 
the ( ongregation. His meaning muſt be, 
that they ſhould command the People 
to be ready againſt the day of the Solemni- 
ty to lay aſide all other buſmeſs, and attend Levir.2,, 
theService of the Lord inthe Congrega- 5:39 
rion. 

But though this therefore be the lire- 
ral import of this phraſe ; and perhaps 
alt that was required of them to whom 
the Propher ſpoke, the rulers and Gover- 
nours of the People ; yet both the deſign 
of this Warning, and the particular ex- 
plication of the Expreſſion, almoſt al- 
ways underſtood of that ſpecial fort of 
Preparation, which conlifted in cleanſing x, ,,, 
and purifying themſelves, call upon us, 33, 36, 
not only to be ready to aflemble our ſelves 37> ©* 
onthe day of the Faſt, but ſo to prepare our 
ſelves. 
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ſelves too,that we maybe fit tor the Cele- 
bration. 

It was the great.care of God Almigh- 
ty under the Law, that upon all ſuch 
ſolemn Aſſembling as this ; the People 
ſhould be San#ified before they came to 
the Congregation, and then art leaſt be 
free from any preſent guilt, when they 
met to implore the Forgiveneſs of their 
paſt {ins. 

Num.41. Hence we find what ſtridt charges 
ok Fo they had to purifie themſelves, to waſh or to 
14,15. Change their Clothes,to abſtain even from laws 
Genel.35.2. ful pleaſures in Which there might only ſeem to 
—— Pollution; and when this was done, 
what care the Prieſts took to /anfifie the 
Congregation, 1.e.ro reconcile the People, by 
their ſolemn forms of Expiation to God. 

And ſure our care to prepare our 
ſelves ought to be no leſs, becauſe we 
are now no longer under the pedagogy 
of theſe Ceremonies. And if the Pro- 
phet Joel here requires it, even of the 
Jews themlelves,that they ſhould;though 


nor 
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not omit the other, yet rather be.careful 

ro make that preparation. -of- a. ſpiritual 
Holineſs, which theſe ſhadows typifitd'; 
we certainly much more muſt reſolve at 
this time to lay. aſide every accurſed 
thing, and rent our bearts and not our gar- 
ments, and turn unto the. Lord our God. - \- 

So that here theg-it will be our buſi- 
neſs diligently to refle&t ; how we are 
prepared this day to ſanftifie the Faſt. 

Have we ſcriouſly- repented of ;thoſe 
ſins that once provoked the Juſtice of 
Heaven to appear, as on this day, to'our 
Confuſion ; and which, if our Piety 
does nothing.to;prevent it, will again re- 
rurn to our greater-deſolation ? 

Is there any one amongſt us , that by 
the malignity of his Nature , the deſpe- 
rareneſ(s of; his Fortunes, or a miſguided 
Zeal, has been actually concern'd in-this 
great guilt, or ocherwile partaken in the 
crime of it, by aſſiſting, or encouraging, 
or cyen.approving. the doing .it 2 Is there 
any one now preſent ; who though un- 
concern'd 
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concern'd-in that black-Parricide ;'is yet 
mvolved: inany 'of:thole Principles that 
led'ts it ? "Has edited; approved, ot en- 
coutaged thoſe riew Rebels ,' the Proge- 
ny of the ſame Od: Cauſe , that have a- 
gin fo lately endeavour'd to crown the 
Son with the like' glory their 'anceſtours 
did-the Father ? ' Let: me-beſeech them 
either to ſanfifie the faſt with ,or not to 
joyn in the Celebration : Let them here 


Sazrifice -rhis day ' all fuch- vitlainous 
thoughts, theſe'praCtices, and-rheſe prin- 


ciples : Let them offer -up all thoſe inte- 


'teſts and reſentmencs, that ever have, or 
ever may involve them'in fo great Im- 


piety. And having thus waſhed "thei 
cloths, by a Repentance for whar is paſt, 
Let them to compleat the Sanification, 
here engage themſelves for the time to 
come , actually ro joyn in the contrary 
duties of Loyalty and Obedience co their 
King ; reſolving evermore to diſown 
all fuch Men and ſuch Principles: 'as 
ſhall ever hereafter endeavour to engage 

them 


EE - 
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cheas in the like deteftable Canſpira- ”.1 
<Q | 


es. 
Without this all our Faſting and hue 
miliation will ſtand us in litcle Read ; 

our Aſſemblies, even this ſolemn meeting will (c;i.,, 1, 
be fo far from appealing, thar ic will kin- 

dle God's anger to a yet higher degree 

againſt us. In vain ſhall we ory every 

man to bis God, whileſt fuch Jonales AIS Jon. 1. 5. 
imbarked in the ſame Cauſe with us. But 

ler us caft out the man for whoſe ſake all 

theſe Evils are come upon us; Let us (ex- 

amine ours ſouls that ao accurſed thing joC.7.13. 
may remain in them ; then ſhall the 

Storms of our' Civil Contufions ceale;, 

when we have ſacrificed theſe Enemies 

to Heaven and our own Peace : Religion 

and Loyalty ſhall revive amongſt us ; 

our Country ſhall again flowiſh as a City pry. 122.3. 
that is at Unity within it ſelf ; Peace ſhall be 7. 
within our Waſls, and Righteouſneſs  withm 

our Palaces ; Then ſhall the Tribes go. wp, + 

the Tribes of the Lord, and ſhall warſbipia 
his Houſe with a boly [_and united ] Worſhip. 

2 The 


—— 
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'5- The Throne of Judgement ſhall be eſtabli- 


ſhed ; even the Throne of the Houſe of Das 
vid. for Ever and Ever. 

Thus ſhall we render this greatSolem- 
nity truly ſuch a Faſt as the Lord hath cho- 
ſen; Our weeping and our mourning 
{hall come up before him as the Incenſe; 
acceptable in his ſight : he will receive 
our Confeſſions with Favour, and mer- 
cy, and anſwer our requeſts with Peace 
and ſecurity. 

- Ifhall ſay no more to the Secondparti- 
cular, The Preparation with which we 
ought to ſanftify the Faſt: Our laſt Buſi- 
nels now'to be conſidered,ss, 


HI. Being thus prepared, How we 
ought to keep the Faſt. 

And for, this it is certainly impoſſible 
to purſue any better method, than thar 
form of Confeſſion the Prophet foel has 
here propoſed to the Jews ; viz, To im- 
plore the favour and mercies of Hea- 
yen. 


t. For 
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"2. For the forgiveneſs of this great fin: 
Spare thy People,0 Lord. 


2. That our miſeties may never be 
turned by the Application of wicked 
men ; either, 


1. To the Scandal of God's People : 
And give not thne Heritage to reprogch : 
Or, | 


2. Tothe ruin of our Church or State * 
That the Heathen ſhould rule oper them : 
Or, 


3. Finally, To the Reproach of God's 
Providence : Wherefore ſhould they ſay as 
mong the People Where is their God 2 


t. We muſtimplore the Favours and 
mercy of Heaven . for the forgiveneſs 
of this great ſin : Spare thy people, 0 
Lord. | 
And here we are arrjved at the proper 
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——————— a, 


buſineſs of this day ; to implore the par- 
don of a crime which my ſoul trembles 
to remember, and which I ſhould doubr 
had exceeded the power of any. Repen- 
tance to expiate, had not the Apoſtles 
left us an Example , by exhorting :the 
Jews to labour for a forgiveneſs eyen of 
their crucifying the Lord of Glory. 

For indeed, What flouds of tears can 
ever be ſufficient to waſh oft the ſtain of 
ſo much Innocent-and Royal Blood , as 
our late. civil contultans have brought 
upon us? bs it poſſible for our ſorrow ever 
to equal thoſe Violences and Opprefſi- 
ons, thoſe Ruines and Devaſtations, the 
Murders , - the Sacrileges, thoſe Sins 
which our Eyes have ſeen, and which it 
may be our Hands have ated ? How 
ſhall I recount the moſt flouriſhing of 
States brought ro Deſolation ? A Church, 
the Envy and Hatred of Hell , the De- 
light of its Friends , and Terrour'of its 
Enemies ; So pure and orchodox its Ca- 
nons and Confeſlion,ſo learned the Pens, 


lo 
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ſo exemplary the Lives of its Profeſſors, 
and when the fiery tryal came on, ſo firm 
and conſtant their Sufferings , that the 
moſt Primitive Chriſtians could not have 
deſired any thing more conformable to 
their own Plety ; perſecuted,. profaned; 
thrown doavn by Enthaſtaſtick Zeal;and 
a thorough Reformation : In a word, 


a King, ſo Primitive too, that He fſeem'd- 


to have revived ſome Conſtantme, or 'Thes 


odoſius , or Marian again among'us ; ({6- 


jult and brave , 'that he was worthy to 
haveruled,though he had nor been born 
to Empire : . Cut off by the villainy of 
his own Subjects; a Martyr to- his Reli- 
gion, a Sacrifice to his Country, and the 
Everlaſting reproach -as well as guilr of 
both. 

This is but a light deſcription of thar 
fin , which we are here aflembled to 
commemorate and to lament;and I muſt 
beg leave to add yet more; For however 
it will eafily be imagined thar all this 


wickedneſs could not be accompliſhed 
but 
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bur through innumerable Crimes, which 
neither can any. tongue expreſs, nor any 
thoughts conceive, yer ſuch unuſual Yil- 
lainies then acted us; which Antiquity 
never knew, nor will Poſterity believe ; 
that we. might well be efteemed to fail 
in that 'dury which this Faſt requires, 
ſhould we not make ſome more ſolemn 
and particular remembrance of them. 
Through what treachery did our A- 
nointed firſt fall into their nets? When 
thoſe perfidious men, to whoſe truſt he 
had committed his Sacred Perſon , con- 
trary to all the Laws of Nature and 
Nations as themſelves, whilſt not yer Vil- 
lains enough to commit ſo black a trea- 
chery , confeſs'd contrary to all the ſenti- 
ments of Honour, and di&ates of Reli- 
gion , ſold him into the hands of his E- 
nemies , who even then deſign'd his de- 
ſtruction ? With a ſupplication indeed for 
his ſecurity, but ſuch as a Popiſh Inquiſi- 
cor uſes when he delivers the poor He- 
retick tothe ſecular power, intreats for a 


life 


" Thirtieth of January, 1682. 


life, which he both deſires may'not, and 
which he infallibly knows ſhall nor be 
granted. 

And accordingly , How ſoon did all 
things conſpire to his deftruction 2 When 
the violence of the FaQtion broke off 
thoſe Treaties that had almoſt reſtored 
us to our peace : The lower Houle, that 
had uſurped the power of the Govern- 
ment it ſelf before, now becomes its (elf 
reformed ; And to accompliſh a Villainy, 
which an ordinary Malignant's conſcience 
was not: thought proof enough to. go 
through with , only a few confiding 
men were to be truſted with ſo deſpes 
rate a deſign ; A Court of Juſtice was 
erected , and Majeſty arraigned to an- 
{wer for treaſon committed againſt his 
own Rebels. 

How ſhall I. recount the wickedneſs 
of their proceſs? A tryal only to make 
the condemnation the more grievous for 
being the more folemn. and publick. 
In which their King was not allowed 
| F. that 
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that liberty of defence which every or- 
dinary Subject claims as his right, and 
which they themlelves enjoyed, for this 
notorious, this undeniable Conſpiracy : 
Nay in which their Preftdent durlt plain- 
ly tell his Sacred Majeſty , That he was 
now in « Court Where reaſon was not to be 
heard. a + 

With what Noiſe and Inſults was all 
the action carried on ? When the cla- 
moirs of the people for. Juſtice firſt, and 
then for Execution , was the only voice 
that was heard in our. Streets :- And as 
# with our Loyalty all ſence both of 
Religion and Humaniry had been loſt 
roo , Same ſpit in his Royal Face as he 
paſt by ; Others preſs'd upon Him with 
the ſmoak of their Tabaco,, for which 
they knew he had a particular averſion, 
and even threw their Pipes in. his way : 
The leaft expreſſion of Reverence to 
Him , was puniſhed with all the Vio- 
lence a populer fury could execute ; 
And One, who,more compaſſionate than 


the 
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the reft, only wiſh'd him well , was 
. kill'd upon the place for his unſeaſona- 
ble piety. \ 

When art laſt the fatal Sentence was 
pronounced ; How hardly were they 
brought to allow him any Aſſiſtance to 
prepare him for his death 2 His prayers 
continually difturbed by the Rudenefs 
of thoſe Guards that intruded upon his 
molt ſecrer retirements: His laſt thoughts 
diverted with Propoſitions to fave his 
Life, which chey knew: neither Honour 
nor Conſcience would permit him to re- 
ceive. Whar Shouts , what Acclamati- 
ons , when the cruel ſtroke was given 
that finiſhed the Tragedy > How greedi- 
ly did they thirſt after his Blood , when 
ſome plunged their hands into his 
wound ; Others dipt their ftaves in it. 
The very block on which he reſted his 
Sacred Head cur in- pieces , that every 
one might ſarishe his craelry with ſome 
memorial of their villainy ; and even rhe 
very. boards and Earth. Stain'd wirk his 

E 2 blood, 
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blood, diſtributed as a mark whereby to 
triumph over his fall. 

And here one would have expected a 
concluſion of their guilt , and that they 
ſhould at leaſt have defifted to purſue 
him now he was dead , and no longer in 
a condition to:oppole their deſigns. But 
alas ! their malice extended beyond his 
Execution ; and as they had condemned 
him for a Malefatftour ; fo they reſolved 
he ſhould. not even in his' burial be ho- 
noured as a King. How ſmall was the 
expence they preſcribed for his Inter- 
ment : with what Privacy was it tranſ- 
acted ; and He who had been the moſt 
Zealous defender of the rights and, Cere- 
monies of the: Church in his lite, not al- 
lowed the leaſt uſage of them at his Fus- 
neral now he was dead. 

And here then, let our own. Conſci- 
ences ſpeak ; or if we fear they may be 
too partial, let the Cenſures of the World 
cell us ; Was there ever Villainy like un- 
to this guilt with which it pleaſed God 


co 
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to puniſh the fins of his People ? Ler 
us ſearch the Records of Antiquity, Let 
us ask of the Generations that are paſt, 
and Let us ask from one end of the Hea- 
ven even to the other , if ever any thing 
was committed amongſt them- that can 
parallel this impiery. That a Chriftian 
Kingdom ſhould break through all thoſe 
bonds of duty and obedience, which the 
more righteous Heathens have reveren- 
ced-as Sacred and Inviolable. Thar ſo 
many Oaths, and Vows ,. repeated with 
that Frequency, taken: with that Solem- 
nity, ſhould all be inſufficient to preſerve 
our Fidelity. "That Religion. and Refor- 
mation, two things, than whichnone can 
be more excellent in themſelves, nor are 
any more eaſily. and more dangerouſly 
abuled , {hould be able tochear us into: 
Wickednels, which: the barbarous Scythi- 
ans never heard of , and-which when it: 
was told them they were ſcandalized ar- 
the report. Laſtly, chat not only the 
Honour of God ſhould be ' pretended for: 
the, 
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the Motive, but even his Afiſtance be eſs 


red , and even afhrm'd to have been re« 
ceived in the execution of all this great in. 
This is that circumſtance which raiſes 
our crime to the higheſt pitch of guilt, 
and makes us even afraid to look up to 
Heaven for the pardon of this fin, whoſe 
afliftince we have ſo often, and ſo im- 
—_— implored to the commiſſion 


Yer ſince it has pleaſed God to draw 
us at laſt out of the blindne6 our fu 
had involved us in , let us take this bleſ- 
fing for our Earneſt, that he has not yet 
i forſaken us, bur as He has delive- 
red-us wx the Evil, fo if even now we 
return unto him , He will free us from 
the guilt roo of our Sins. Oaly let our 
Repentance be as ſincere, as our Crimes 
. have been provoking ; Who' can toll but he 
may yet repent, return, and leave a bleſing bes 
hind bim*? 

Butir is not only this pardon , which 


we.are this day to.implore at his Hands : 
Our 
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Our Text carries us onto yet other Petici- 
ons ; that being juſtified before God, we 
may alſo prepare the way to take off 
the reproach of Man., and clear our 
ſelves in the fight of both together. 
This brings 'me to the ſecond part of 
the Holy Propher's prayer, Give nat thine 
Heritage to reproach, 


2. That this great Sin may never 
rurn,by the Application of wicked Men, 
tothe Scandal and Reproach of us or 
our Religion. + 

How-neceſlary this -part.of the Pertiti- 
en is tous, 1 could with the publick de- 
clarations -of the whole Wortd. did: not 


roo loudly ſpeak. The Monuments are ' 


fill extant rhat ſhew us, how we were be- 
come a Scandal and a Proverb:to all the 
Nations round about us. Nay that no+ 
thing might be wanting to illuſtrate the- 
Horrour of this Villainy, it ſcandalized: 
even'our-own ſelves to6-; and rhofe very 
Factions, that brought their King to his: 
| ruin,, 


—C 


A. Sermon upon the 


——_— 


rain , "by the ſecret Orders of Heaven, 
themſelves lamented his fall , and con- 
felled the Impiety. How loudly did his 
praiſes now ſound from'thoſe Pulpits;that 
had bid defiance: to Him and his Party 
heretofore 2 The Covenant its felf was 
taught ro; change its Voice , and from a 
Band of Rebellion to deſtroy the Government, 
was ſhewn to be a League of Loyalty to pres 

ſerve the Kmg. . 
Scandalous no doubt was the fin, and. 
chat 'villainy dereſtable indeed: to all 
good Men, which thus forcibly ſtagger'd 
the Conſciences of theſe Separatiſts , by 
Nature formed, by-Principle bred up to 
Faction.,' and now by abovecight years 
* praQtice, one might have thought ſuffici- 
ently inſtructed in Rebellion, not to 
ftartle at a guilt they had themſelves (o 
Zealouſfly puriued. And /how ſhall We 
eſcape the common reproach, who have 
been ſo unhappily united ina Country 
and Sociery,that has produced ſuch Mon- 
ters? Bleſſed be God who has'left us a 
Mark 
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Mark of diſtinion to prevent fo great-a 
Slander : And amidft all our regret for 
the fatal Villainy of this day, we cannot 
bur joy and glory in this,that not any of 
our Church was involved in this guilt, or 
ever poſlibly can be in the like. 

Let the Actions of our ; Predeceſfors 
ſpeak our Innocence for what is paſt. 
Their ſufferings are as known,as the Vio- 
lence of their Enemies has been notori» 
ous. - Their Loyal writiags,in the midſt 
of a proſperous Rebellion, {till ſhew us, 
not only the Righteouſneſs oftheirC2uſe, 
but even-their readineſs to alert it in de- 
fance of danger.-!i And ouriown'aflem- 
bling at this time,- ro" deteſt? che» Princi- 
ples, no leſs than to bewait the Practte 
ces, of thoſe 'Confpiratours, declares thar 
we are not-at all - degenerate, but; till 
maintain. the ſame: Oppoſation eo ; that 
Faction, who under the Cloak of ' Refor» 
mation, have ſcandalized the very name 
of Proteftanc, -and. by. a ſad Experience 
taught us, that Kings may be proſcribed 

r | 
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in other places beſides Rome, and that « 
Fanatick has as ſtrong an Arm to lift up a- 
gainſt a Prince's life, |as che ſtouteſt Jeſuit 
or Jacobin can boaſt of. 

Let our Principles be examined ; Let 
the moſt accurate Inquiſttion paſs upon 
our writings ; Ler the:Solemanity. of our 
Piety for the death of our late Soveraign , 
and the firmneſs, we have again had op- 
portunity - 100 .much/:to ſhew >; of. out 
Zealand Loyalry:to bur-preſeriti King ; 
And if all this be noe; lufhcicat;, Let i 
malice of thoſe Men who. aGted this Vil- 
liny, thar'in thoſe: 'days involyed the 
Church in the ruin of its. :Defehder, and 
hath agam endeavoured:once more to 
put down Her thatthey might come the 
more advantageouſly to ſtrike at Him ; 
Let theſe ſhew that we have no: part nor 
Inheritance wich them: Only that as the 
Royal Martyr of this day, not only com- 
manded his Son with his laſt breath to 
forgive ; them ,, bur:Himſelf prayed*for 
their converſion ;  ſo.will we never ceaſe 

as 
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as as fairhfully co execute his Will, as that 
Son hasdone it; and with the ſame Piety 
that he has pardoned the Fac,” beſeech 
on co bring em coRepentance t09.for 


"* Theſe are our Prayers, ſuch ovr ah 
fetions towards them; May the God of 
Heaven anſwer our [Requiefts,] and givo 
us at laſt both the Satisfattion and'the Se- 

curity of beholding their Converſion, 
Bur if the greatneſs: & of Pheir {ts prevent 
the Effet we'lo, muchridehie \of.aur pre» 
ſent Offerings, we manſt then, beg leavero 
go on with Our Text, to another addreſs 
co ſecure ous ſelves; The third particu- 
lar-now co be ſfioketi to; And give nat thine 
Heritage to reproach, that the Fratte ons 
ruler oyer Them... 


23; "Thomas -Ains:ar Teak may 
never bring us tothe hke rein; cieher of 
our Church'or State; -nor:Evermoreper- 
mit thete-men; 14s rheyqy have : hererofore 
| done toprevatl dgamſtlugoL 2-1 flo 
F 2 And 
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And this too is a Pericion no leſs pro- 
per to'our. preſent Circumſtances, than 
chopreceding; requeſts have been bir roo 
applicableco.rhe memory: of our paſt E- 
vils. Our fins, which called "an chat 
laſt Vengeance upon us, are ſtill 'as hai- 
tious::and univerſal 10; provoke -a new 
one; Our Diviſions are yer greater; - and 
and that fertile Brood of Fations , 
which that unnatural War produced, 
and/ which! no'. Connery 'or } Antiquity 
ever heard of | before: till ' continue 
more farally,-and more :dangerouſly to 
diſtract us. 

11 We have again ſeen” the: Governmene 
divided apainſtir ſelf :- The Peoplehave 
been blown up \inco a new Ferment ; 
The Biſhops and (ouncellours. have again 
been Reſolved to be Popifhly affeed; Nay, 
rhe-very. Militia has been once more - at- 
tempted, and they. were no: doubt Con- 
fiding men too into whoſe hands ic ſhould 
have again been pur. And when all this 
would not do, New. deſigns have been 

laid 


" Thirtieth of January, M682. 


laid to ſeize that Goverament by Valence, 
they could not gain by Petition. How was 
" Sacred Majeſty almoſt caught in their 

raps? The deſtruRtion ſo well laid, char 
it «of been impoſſible ro have eſcaped 
it; and Providence was forced to act al- 
moſt a Miracle to prevent i, 

And now when our danger has again 
fo nigh overtaken us, certainly He muſt 
be very unſenſible of the former Evils, 
that can think Himſelf unconcerned: ac 
ſuch a time as this, to, pray againſt che 
Future. - Let the Miſeries that we ſuffer- 
ed; and the {ins that were committed 
in, thoſe days, when the Heathen, i. e. 
theſe-Enemies to-our:Church and State, 
ruled over us, be remembred:: Was there 


Ever Sorrow like unto our Sorrow, wherewith Lam. 1. 12, 


the Lord affixfied us in thoſe days of his fierce 
Amer #1 have before given you ſome 
aragesl Proſpect of our Calamities at this 
time, and your own Knowledge wilt 
Gave. me the regret of repeating to you 


any more. How did 0:r( ities: become Solitary; Lam. r. i, 


that 
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that were full of people * Our Country, Once 
great among the Nations, How did ſhe be- 
come Tributary, even to her own Vaſlals ? 
Our King,the Anointed of the Lord, fell by 
the hand; Our Princes were led into Captivity; 
Our Chusches, the Places of our Aſſemblies, 
were profaned ; The ſelenm Feaſts and days, 
were forgotten in our Zion, and God in the 
Hidignation of his anger deſpiſed both the | King 

and the Prieſt. | | 
And all nr we have had but too 

reat cauſe to fear,may again return 1 

>: Yer ſince it has eaſe the Al: 
mighty to ſtop the Vengeance, and'com- 
mand the deſtroying Angel to ſuſpend 
the Blow; if noe (to. ſheath his Sword, 
and giveus ſtill longer refpite to repent, 
and ſecure our ſclves ; Ler the Confide- 
ration of this danger provoke us not to 
negle&t the Opportunity. - Let our Re- 
pentance atthis timebe ſo fincere,that ir 
may not-only obtain-our pardon for. Paſt 
Offences, but prevail with Heaven to 
prevemt our Impendmg _- dangers. Let 
us 


- 
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us no more give our Enemies this adyan- Exod. 33. 
rage againſt us, to force the Almighty "9 
to withdraw his preſence from amongſt us, 
and leave us again to engage them upon 
equal Terms : But let our lives and our 
prayers both join in the Requeſt, to ſave 
and to defend us, Spare thy People, 0 
Lord,and give not thine Heritage to reproach ; 
that the Heathen ſhould rule over them : 
whetefore ſhould they Jay among the People, 
Where is there: God? 

This is' the laſt Conſideration, which 
the Method of our Text now calls us to 


conclude with, 


4. That neither the miſeries we have 
ſuffered, nor the dangers and confuſions 
we yet labour under, may by the Cen- 
fures of wicked men ever. turn to the 
reproach of God's Providence,any more 
than of our own Church or Caule.Where- 
fore ſhould they ſay.among the People Where is 
their God ? 

It 13 not to be doubted but that this 
larcaſtick. 
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ſarcaltickExprobration was that reproach, 

which Joel had before' pray'd that God 

Deut. 28. would not ſuffer his Heritage to be expoſed 
to.He had promiſed in his Law to ſupply 

them with plenty of Food, and to blels 

their Victuals with Increaſe : That their 

Pſal. 65. 13. houſes ſhould be full of all manner of fore ; 
their Fields alſo ſhould Ftand ſo thick withCorn, 

that they ſhould laugh and ſing. Well there- 

fore might they fear the reproach of the Heas 

then, when inſtead of this plenty, they 

ſhould be forced to go and ſeek for 
neceſſary nouriſhment of them, whom 

they excluded from theſe promiſes; who 

no doubt would be forward enough to 

make a By- word of them, and inſuk o- 

ver their pretences,as if their God either 

could not, or would not relieve them. 

Is this the People that hath the Lord for their 

Joel. 1. 16. God? Bebold,Ts not the meat cut off before their 
7- Eyes * Thew Vine laid waſte? and the Bran» 

ches of their figtree made white * Their ſeed is 
rotten under their clods, their Garners are made 


deſolate, the Barns broken down, becauſe the 


corn 
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corn is withered. How do the beaſts groan bes Jocl 1. 18. 


cauſe they have no paſture?for the rivers of Wa- 
ter are dried up, and the fire hath devoured © the 
paſtures of the wilderneſs. Where is now 
their God to pity them ? And where is 
the Lord to be jealous for his Inhert 
tance ? 

This was-:': their Reproach, the 
Scandal of themſelves,and theirReligion, 
which the Prophet ſo much feared, and 
ſo earneſtly exhorted them to pray as 
gainſt : and would to God we our ſelves 
this day had not roo great cauſe to 
fear the like. Witneſs, O ye pious and 
excellent Souls,what feornings and revi- 
ling to your ſelves and your Religion did 
ye then bear, when being forced from 
that plenty and tranquility you once en- 
joyed, you became ſcattered abroad a- 
mong the Heathenand underwent their 
reproaches, more grievous and ſenſible 
than all the other miſeries and. calami- 
ties.of your cruel exile ! 

Bur what 'need Ilook back to the 

G rumes 


4-2 


A Sermon upon the 


ti. 


 —_— 


' times thar are paſt when our own con- 


tinue to afford us fo plain an. Applis 
cation. How far both our late calami- 
cies, and our preſent deftractions bave 
given occaſipn tothe Enemy to triumph 
in our misfortunes , as if they were not 
only the mark of our own fins, but even 
anargument ofthe commanilineſs of our 
Cauſe too , this alone may be ſufficient 
to ſhew, that the Romaniſts nor only 
hope from them, to jee this Fenmeat one- 
day {cttlc among us iaco dowa right Po- 
pery again ;' but ever: aechis day make- 
this the great, ahd indeed it muſt be can- 
fefled the ſtrongeſt, prejudice againlt the 
Reformarion,that [iace we haye thrown 

off our Obedience to- that Church, we 

have run ſo many and different ways of 
Errour,and are yet at ſuch diſtance from 

one another, as plainly ſhew there is no 

eruth nor certainty ro be found' for us, 

but only in onr return to them again. 

I ſhall not. here enquire into 


the Goodneſs of the' (onſequence , 


but 


- 
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but muſt needs ſay I could with, there 
were not too much Truth and ſcandal in 
the Premiſes : And who can tell whether, 
fince any lefler Judgements have been 
ineffectual toreclaim us, God may not 
at laſtpunifh us with this Blindnefs, and 
whilſt we refuſe to ſubmit ro the eafie 
and lawful power of -his Church and his 
Anointed, bring us once more under the 
mcolerable Yoke of that ufurped aucho- 
ricy, from whoſe Slavery both our Coun- 
and our Conſciences are now fo hap- 


pily aſſerted. 


This I am fure we have too much de- 
ſerved , and may therefore juſtly have 
but too great Cauſe to fear. Only 
my hope is, that whatever our own 
demerirs are, yet the Innocence of 
our Church ſhall till provoke God's 
providenceto defend her: And that our 
deliverance , as at this time, from our 
Enemies , ſhall always diſappoinc ſuch 
fatal expectations , and convince them, 

G 2 that 
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that though we have ſinned, yer are we 
his People ; That he -chaſtiſes us as 
Children,not puniſhes us as his Enemies ; 
and is ſtill our God , though angry and 
provoked. 

How great is the demonſtration of 
his mercy and-loving-kindnels , that we 
even -now- continue -a Church and Peo- 
ple, as atthis day ? What Miracles did 
he work to turn. again the Captivity of our 
Zin, \and deliver both' us and our King 
from thoſe Uſurpers that ſo long had tri- 
umphed over both ? Has not the. Al- 
mighty ſhewn himſelf in our defence, 
who'but ſo lately has delivered us /bpch 
from Popifh and Fanatick Conſpiracies ? 
Let them ask where is their God, that have 
not known by what ſingular and unex- 
ſpeed means theſe deſigns were both, 
Diſcover'd and Diſappointed 2 And 
though it pleaſes God ſtill to leave theſe 
men like the ( anaanites -in the Land, to try, 
and to prove us,andwhich indeed but too 
much fulfil their character of being ſcour 
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ges to our fides, and thornes in our Eyes : Yet Jol- 23- 13" 


has he ſet bounds to their deſigns, which 
they bave not been able co paſs, ,and 
which we truſt they never ſhall exceed, 
to'ruine and deſtroy us. 

Yet fince both our peace and fecurity 
are ſtill in ſuch danger through their rage 
andrheir devices; Letus endeavour nor 
lels 'by . our Piety 1ithan our: Policies ,, 
to, countermine' them. Let. us engage 
the Adifkance of:;Hedven by: the: excel- 
leney: of:our Lives y125,wellias (the ju- 
Rice' of 'our 'Caille;, 'to: oppoſe their at- 
rempts} :Let..us exceed rhem as much 
in, the-Syncerity, of, our Righreonſneſs, as 
they have donealt ochersin che-ourwatd 
Pretences and Hypocriſie of theirs. Let 
us keep this day the faſt which the'Lord 
hath choſen ; - to break the bonds of wicked 
neſs; to have pity on the diſlreſſed.; and to 


execute judgement and juſtice m the gates. Let Joel. 2. 12. 


us. turn unto the Lord our God with all our 
hearts, with weeping, and with faſting , and 
with mourning ; and let us rent our hearts, 


and 
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and nat our garments, and let us ſay, 


Spere thy People , O Lord, and vive not 
thine Heritage to reproach ; that the Heathen 
ſhould rule over them: wherefore 
fey among the prople, Where is theis God ? 


Joth- 2: 1% Then will the Lord be jealous for bis Peas 

16.1.26,27. ple , ard awake for bis Inheritance : Hle will 

retiore #s 0ur Judges as at the firſt , and our 

Conncellowrs os at the beginning. Zion [halt be 

frunded that jerk ww on : but for 

his Church and his Anointed, they ſhall 
be preſerved for evermoce. 


Which God of his x mercy grant, 
for bis dear San eſus (brift's Sake. 
Amen, 
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